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his wife, Honey; Janice Bowling, candidate for
Tennessee’s Fourth Congressional District; Ramzi
bin al-Shibh, an Al Qaida operative suspected of
helping to plan the September 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, who was captured in Karachi, Pakistan;
and President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks Announcing Action on the
Labor Disputes Affecting Pacific
Coast Ports

October 8, 2002

I appreciate my Cabinet Secretaries join-
ing me here for this announcement.

For over a week our ports along the Pacific
coast have been shut down. These ports han-
dle more than $300 billion a year in trade.
The work stoppage is hurting our entire
economy. It is hurting truckers and rail oper-
ators who carry goods to other parts of Amer-
ica. It’s hurting farmers and ranchers and
manufacturers, retailers and consumers who
make, buy, and sell the products that pass
through our ports.

The crisis in our western ports is hurting
the economy. It is hurting the security of our
country, and the Federal Government must
act. Americans are working hard every day
to bring our economy back from recession.
This Nation simply cannot afford to have
hundreds of billions of dollars a year in po-
tential manufacturing and agricultural trade
sitting idle. We can’t afford it. Because of
the situation at the west coast ports, our
economy is already losing up to $1 billion
a day, economic losses that translate into lost
jobs.

The farm economy alone is losing a thou-
sand jobs a day. Automotive plants cannot
get all the parts they need, and they're laying
off workers. Stores cannot begin stocking up
for the holiday season. All of this will only
worsen as time goes on.

The work stoppage also threatens our na-
tional defense. These ports load the ships
that carry supplies to our men and women
in uniform. These ports also receive parts and
materials used by our defense contractors to
complete projects and maintain military
equipment.

Federal mediators have been trying to get
the workers and port operators to resume op-
erations while they negotiate their dif-
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ferences. The Secretary of Labor has been
working hard to get people back to work. Un-
fortunately, the union and the management
have been unable to reach an agreement.
After a lot of work, particularly by our Labor
Department and Secretary, after a lot of dis-
cussions, we have been unable to bring the
two parties together, and therefore stronger
action is required. Because the operation of
western ports is vital to our economy and to
our military, I have determined that the cur-
rent situation imperils our national health
and safety.

I have appointed a board of inquiry to in-
vestigate the issues at stake. Today the board
submitted an official report stating each par-
ty’s position. I am now directing Attorney
General Ashcroft to seek an injunction under
the Taft-Hartley Act, ending the lockout and
requiring work at the ports to resume at a
normal pace. This dispute between manage-
ment and labor cannot be allowed to further
harm the economy and force thousands of
working Americans from their jobs.

This injunction will allow the parties more
time to resolve their differences. It is not,
however, a permanent solution to the prob-
lem, and the Federal Government will con-
tinue working with both sides to pursue a
settlement. The ultimate responsibility for an
agreement lies with the worker representa-
tives and the port operators. I expect both
sides to put the concerns of our national
health and safety first and work in good faith
to resolve their differences as quickly as pos-
sible.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:44 p.m. on the
South Grounds at the White House.

Letter to the Attorney General
Directing Action on the Labor
Disputes Affecting Pacific Coast
Ports

October 8, 2002

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

On October 7, 2002, by virtue of the au-
thority vested in me by section 206 of the
Labor Management Relations Act, 1947 (61
Stat. 155; 29 U.S.C. 176) (the “Act”), Lissued
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Executive Order 13275. That Order created
a Board of Inquiry to report on certain labor
disputes affecting the maritime industry of
the United States.

Today, I received the Board’s written re-
port in the matter. A copy of the report is
attached. In my opinion, this unresolved
labor dispute has resulted in a lock-out af-
fecting a substantial part of the maritime in-
dustry of the United States, an industry that
is engaged in trade, commerce, transpor-
tation (including the transportation of mili-
tary supplies), transmission, and communica-
tion among the several States and with for-
eign nations. This lock-out, if permitted to
continue, will imperil the national health and
safety.

Therefore, in order to eliminate this peril
and to secure the resumption of trade, com-
merce, transportation, transmission, and
communication among the several States and
with foreign nations, I direct you, pursuant
to the provisions of section 208 of the Act,
to petition in the name of the United States
in any District Court of the United States
having jurisdiction of the parties to enjoin
the lock-out (or its continuance) and for such
other relief as may in your judgment be ap-
propriate.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Proclamation 7605—Leif Erikson
Day, 2002

October 8, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

More than 1,000 years ago, Leif Erikson
and his crew journeyed across the Atlantic
seeking unknown lands. Their pioneering
spirit of courage, determination, and dis-
covery helped to open the world to new ex-
ploration and unprecedented development.
Each October, we join our friends in Iceland,
Norway, Denmark, Sweden, and Finland in
honoring this historic voyage and in cele-
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brating the strong transatlantic bonds that
exist between those countries and the United
States.

Our Nation is committed to promoting
prosperity and stability throughout Northern
Europe. Through the Northern Europe Ini-
tiative, we have partnered with other nations
in the region to enhance security and eco-
nomic growth in the Baltic region. This Ini-
tiative addresses concrete needs in six areas:
the environment; public health; law enforce-
ment and rule-of-law; civil society; energy;
and trade. Our Nation also supports the Eu-
ropean Union’s “Northern Dimension” strat-
egy, which aims to strengthen the integration
of Northwest Russia and the accession coun-
tries to the European Union. These impor-
tant efforts, along with the bilateral programs
of all Nordic countries, are helping to build
a brighter future for the entire region.

As we defend ourselves against terrorism,
we are grateful for the support of our coali-
tion partners around the world, including our
Nordic friends and allies. The goodwill dem-
onstrated by the people of this region has
reinforced our close ties and strengthened
our resolve to overcome the evil that is be-
fore us. As we celebrate Leif Erikson Day,
we recommit ourselves to a world of innova-
tion, prosperity, and opportunity.

To honor Leif Erikson, the brave son of
Iceland and grandson of Norway, and to rec-
ognize our Nation’s Nordic-American herit-
age, the Congress, by joint resolution (Public
Law 88-566) approved on September 2,
1964, has authorized and requested the
President to proclaim October 9 of each year
as “Leif Erikson Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2002, as Leif
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our
rich Nordic-American heritage.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of October, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth.

George W. Bush



